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While historic private houses are a rarity in
BangRok, 1t is still possible to experience their
unique charms. A small band of property
owners have transformed their homes into
boutique hotels to preserve both the buildings’
architecture and theiwr own family legacies.
We explore four exquisite examples...

/ words Chami Jotisalikorn

ARIYASOMVILLA

“This represents a turning point in
Thai architecture because it’s a
concrete structure made to feel like a
Thai house. It’s got the high ceilings
and curved roof you normally find in a
classic Thai wooden house,” says
owner and landscape architect Pariya
Sheanakul of AriyasomVilla boutique
hotel’s main building.

Her grandfather Phra Chareon,
known as the “Father of Thai
Engineering’, was dean of the Faculty
of Engineering at Chulalongkorn
University when the Japanese seized
the university and kicked out the
faculty during WWII, which led to him

/ photos Nanette Reid

building this family home in 1941.
Her grandmother chose every piece
of wood from the mill herself.

The expense of maintaining a
huge old house inspired Pariya and
husband David Lees to turn the
property into a boutique hotel as a
form of architectural preservation.
Old teak wood was sourced from
Ayutthaya to build the new guest
annex, and there’s a vegetarian
restaurant and meditation hall. “We
still live here as our family home, and
all the guests are our house guests,”
says David, the jolly host who bakes all
the restaurant’s desserts. >
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PRAYA PALAZZ0

It was a true labour of love that
transformed a crumbling shell into
the romantic riverside boutique hotel
we see today. “My late husband,
architect and assistant professor
Wichai Pitakvorarat, saw this property
and 1t was his dream to restore 1t. He
wanted to show his students how
architectural conservation can
preserve our valuable historic
heritage,” says Preeyadhorn
Pitakvorarat, who completed the
project when her husband passed
away during the renovation.

Built in 1923 by a wealthy court
noble who had 10 children, the
mansion became a school when
the family moved to the Sukhumwit
area in 1946. The school operated
under several names until financial
difficulties forced it to close for good in

1996, and the property was abandoned
for more than a decade, deteriorating
until Professor Pitakvorarat’s vision
rescued it from complete ruin.

With 17 rooms and a restaurant
decorated in period style, the restored
Palladio mansion is popular for dining,
weddings and events. “I continue with
the hotel to give something to my
young daughter - her father’s dream,”
says Preeyadhorn. “Modern life is
tough. I hope this place will be her own
little world, with the staff as her family
and the guests as her friends.”

BAAN PRA NOND

Advertising executives Jason and
Tasma Cotsmire are the young owners
of this nine-room bed and breakfast.
Built 75 years ago by Tasma's
grandfather, former Supreme Court
Justice Pra Nondapranya, it was
Tasma’s mother’s home until it was
rented to a Chinese family who turned
the front garden into a detergent
factory. Then the property was left
abandoned for 15 years when the nearby
expressway was constructed.

“Tused to drive past this empty old
house every day on the way to work,”

INTETEE [T

LI T

IR e

says Tasma, not realising it belonged to
her family until her mother showed her
a photo of her childhood home one day.
Inspired by their stays at quaint B&Bs
during travels abroad, Tasma and Jason
decided to create their own. Theirs is
furnished with original family furniture,
including Tasma’s grandfather’s teak
wedding bedroom set in the Grand
Deluxe room. What do they love most
about running this place? “Meeting new
people!” says Jason, who has befriended
their repeat guests. That, and restoring
the family legacy.

THE ASADANG

Located on a canal just a short walk to
the Grand Palace and Temple of the
Emerald Buddha, this historic bed and
breakfast is steeped in old-Bangkok
charm. “I've always loved historic
architecture and style,” says architect-
owner Chitlada Senghluang. “My
husband and I restored our first
historic B&B, the Buthorn, a few years
ago and when we saw this building,
we decided to do another one. It’s like
having another child.” ADDRESS
Originally located on the estate of BOOK
nobleman Praya Si Sahathep, the ARIYASOMVILLA
shophouse was built 110 yearsagoand 65 Sukhumvit Sot 1,

was a restaurant, then a law office for Klongtoey Nua,
many years. The property had been Wattana
empty for ten years before Chitlada aryasom.com

and her husband renovated it. The
nine guest rooms are furnished with PRAYA PALAZZ0O

antiques from the couple’s own 757/1 Somde;
collection, and the penthouse room Prapinklao So1 2,
features a private balcony with a Bangyeekhan

stunning view of a nearby golden
pagoda and temple roofs.

prayapalazzZo.comi

BAAN PRA
NOND BED &
BREAKFAST
18/1 Charoen Rat
Road, Yannawa,
Sathorn

baanpranond.com

THE ASADANG

94, 94/1Asadang
Road, Wang
Buraphaphirom,
Phra Nakorn
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